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[479] Letter from Father Hierosme Lalemant of
the Society of Jesus, to Monseigneur the
Most Eminent Cardinal, Duke

de Richelieu.

From the Hurons in New France.
March 28, 1640.

ONSEIGNEUR,
The last letters that came to us from France

last autumn made known to us, among other
things, that it had pleased Your Eminence to extend
your zeal and your charity even to this end of the
world ;where we are, assigning a fund for the main-
tenance of some of our Society who work here for
the conversion of the barbarians. It must be con-
fessed, Monseigneur, that it is one of the touching
consolations that we have received, to see ourselves
remembered by a personage whom glorious deeds
have rendered deserving of praise from all posterity;
and the hopes that we entertain, of a favorable out-
come to the affairs that divine providence has placed
in our hands, are materially strengthened by seeing
ourselves henceforth employed by one to whom tak-
ing part in an affair and bringing it to a successful
issue, seem to be one and the same thing. We never
expected to be able to render Your Eminence thanks
worthy of such a favor, but we have deeply regretted
our inability to accomplish, at least sooner, what may
be in our power. While awaiting the opportunity



